Nenagh writer pens black
satire for debut novel

By Simon 0 Duffy

Dol wanoing o ke oaldons
by his (ather, Nenagh based
wriler MNick Hrooke has just
pubdishied a debuar novel o
his ovaen i the form of rvet
mg black smre New Fead
it e Bioed
Mk Brooksa
Menagh's Church of Ireland
recior Kev Mane Baowley-
Brooke and her husband
Parick, retired B AL
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ey and mwusscal director
with the Menagh CBS Band

Last  December Nick
Lunchked his toast book

courtesy  of  Austm &
Macanley Publishers m the
Uk. Ennded New Head on
the Bk, the novel 15 a fic
Lirical
chay lodpery swanner calbed

Al who moves 1o a seclud

comedy  abouil  a

el close and upsets the frag
wle halance beraceen bis new
mi hbours

A young delmguent Erom
k-
hautle

d  WiNking class

ground, Al faces a
that he takes wp wih will
agairst his neighbours, who
mclude an matelly frienc]y
ultra Christ@an lamily, a
downright  boatile retred
Major., ambitions  Kathi
artisl Halph and rich bos
Jack. This pobemirally lethal
cockian of cullures leads Al
mio catastrophic and helar
ous  siuanens, in which
even The dogs gol a ok
as our chav's enormous and
tlezgal  Viera and the
Mapor’s Yorke Egl.'l'\.} LU
Lis gryped with the action.
Mk savs the inspranon
for s book {rom
working the graveyard shill
ar BMW s facory n
Cixford. where he spen
couniless nights asembling
Mims as a factory flood
k. Boring, tedwus work
0 ocased Nick's mimnd 1o
wiander and come back with
leas for sorme Ereial shories

coment ol
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mcluding  the

New Fleod on the Block
The sory he says con-
tains a lot of “focion
hmonr” denls
with stereotypical charac-
ters and thelr preconoeis il
prejudices one
another. They are all rich,
bt rags 1o riches Al is of
COMINES 5858 05 0 vVery -
sirable addition o the
sxclusive closs, and m this

and  really

s
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regard the unfolding tale
finds a whimsical play on
the UK™s chav |'||'r¢|'||||"||_"-
o

In his ook, Mick "\-l:-"\-l'h."
wamied o throw  thess
stepeotyped charncters ingo
i clossd envircnment o see
how they get along. The
result is as prodictably dis-
BSIIOLE A5 i1 15 comic, bul in
the =md one of the residenis
comes through with a mod-
e of the situastion
and ends up helping AJ
along in an imterestmg
|'|'--| i the story

Completed in abowt nine
manths, New Mead om fhe
Block sees Nick following
in the footsteps of his fther
Patrick
farst movel, Faywsack o hew
:':..'...-I'- o I'.|r|||_=r .||'|‘| LW
hove plenty of ideas for
other stories and both hope
to pablish a second ook in
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wiih-

whin published his

the noi foo disiant fuiore

Mick s il ] WS
snapped  up when  he
lounched it at & signing in
Oxford lag momth and o
continges to s=0 well in the
UK. Tt is mow available in
Menagh, where he helps out
in Bookends on Abbev S
with Marjorie Cuarion, whio
Nick wished w acknowl-
sidee for her encourape ment
im writing his first book

Vewe Head on the Block is
mow availoble ot The Book
Shop on Frinr 5t Nemagh
priced € 11 5%

Menagh writer Nick Brooke's first novel New Head on the Block is now available at The
Book Shop. Photograph by Eridget Delaney




